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1
GRAPHENE-BASED THERMAL
MANAGEMENT CORES AND SYSTEMS AND
METHODS FOR CONSTRUCTING PRINTED
WIRING BOARDS

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to printed wiring
board cores and more specifically the incorporation of
graphene in printed wiring boards.

BACKGROUND

Printed wiring boards (PWBs), also referred to as printed
circuit boards (PCBs), are ubiquitous in a variety of electron-
ics applications, such as consumer electronics, industry elec-
tronics, military electronics, automotive electronics and
medical electronics. Generally, printed wiring boards func-
tion to provide mechanical support and electrical connections
for mounted electronic components. A typical printed wiring
board can be considered as a layered structure including
conductive portions that can enable electrical interconnec-
tions and nonconductive portions, e.g. dielectric ‘pre-pregs.’
For example, the conductive portions can be implemented
with patterned layers of electrically conductive material. The
electrically conductive layers are usually made of copper foils
and patterned to provide electrical paths for connecting the
electronic devices mounted on the board. The dielectric lay-
ers typically separate the electrically conductive layers and
thereby help form the desired circuit patterns. The dielectric
layers also typically contribute greatly to the board’s thick-
ness and rigidity. In many instances, a printed wiring board is
multi-layered and includes a constraining core that generally
functions to mechanically support the other layers of the
printed wiring board and otherwise provide structural rigid-
ity. The constraining core can also play a significant role in
distributing and managing heat loads generated by mounted
electronic components. In many instances, printed wiring
boards include vias, which establish electrical connections
between different layers of conductive materials within a
printed wiring board.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Systems and methods in accordance with embodiments of
the invention implement graphene-based thermal manage-
ment cores and printed wiring boards incorporating
graphene-based thermal management cores. In one embodi-
ment, a graphene-based thermal management core includes: a
layer including at least one sheet of graphene; a first rein-
forcement layer; and a second reinforcement layer; where the
layer including at least one sheet of graphene is disposed
between the first reinforcement layer and the second rein-
forcement layer.

In another embodiment, the at least one sheet of graphene
is implemented via at least one graphene nanoplatelet.

In yet another embodiment, the layer including at least one
sheet of graphene includes a plurality of graphene nanoplate-
lets.

In still another embodiment, at least two of the plurality of
graphene nanoplatelets have a thickness of between approxi-
mately 1 nm and approximately 20 nm.

In still yet another embodiment, at least two of the plurality
of graphene nanoplatelets have a width between approxi-
mately 1 micron and approximately 50 microns.
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In a further embodiment, at least two of the plurality of
graphene nanoplatelets are characterized by a thermal con-
ductivity of between approximately 500 W/mK and approxi-
mately 2,500 W/mK.

In a still further embodiment, at least either the first rein-
forcement layer or the second reinforcement layer includes a
substrate impregnated with resin.

In a yet further embodiment, the resin is dielectric.

In a still yet further embodiment, the resin is non-dieletric.

In another embodiment, the resin is one of: Stablcor®
EP-01, a phenolic based resin, a Bismaleimide Triazine (BT)
epoxy based resin, a Cyanate Ester based resin, and a poly-
imide based resin.

In yet another embodiment, the substrate includes carbon.

In still another embodiment, the substrate includes one of:
carbon fibers, carbon plates, carbon flakes, and mixtures
thereof.

In still yet another embodiment, the substrate includes
carbon fibers that include graphite.

In a further embodiment, the carbon fibers are unidirec-
tional.

In a still further embodiment, the carbon fibers are woven.

In a yet further embodiment, at least either the first rein-
forcement layer or the second reinforcement layer includes
one of: ST10-Epoxy, ST10 Polyimide, ST325-Epoxy, and
mixtures thereof.

In a still yet further embodiment, a graphene-based man-
agement core further includes: a first electrically conductive
layer bound to the first reinforcement layer; and a second
electrically conductive layer bound to the second reinforce-
ment layer.

In another embodiment, at least one of the first electrically
conductive layer and second electrically conductive layer
includes copper.

In yet another embodiment, a printed wiring board
includes: a graphene-based thermal management core that
itself includes: a layer including at least one sheet of
graphene; a first reinforcement layer; and a second reinforce-
ment layer; where the layer including at least one sheet of
graphene is disposed between the first reinforcement layer
and the second reinforcement layer; at least one dielectric
layer; and at least one electrically conductive layer that
includes a circuit trace; where at least one dielectric layer is
disposed between the graphene-based thermal management
core and at least one electrically conductive layer.

In still another embodiment, the graphene-based thermal
management core is electrically isolated from any circuit
traces.

In still yet another embodiment, the graphene-based ther-
mal management core is electrically connected to at least one
circuit trace.

In a further embodiment, the graphene-based thermal man-
agement core is electrically connected to the circuit trace by
avia.

In a yet further embodiment, the graphene-based thermal
management core is configured to act as one of: a ground
plane; a power plane; and a split power and ground plane.

In a still further embodiment, the layer including at least
one sheet of graphene includes at least one graphene nano-
platelet.

In a still yet further embodiment, at least either the first
reinforcement layer or the second reinforcement layer
includes a substrate impregnated with resin.

In another embodiment, the substrate includes carbon.
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In yet another embodiment, at least either the first rein-
forcement layer or the second reinforcement layer includes
one of: ST10-Epoxy, ST10 Polyimide, ST325-Epoxy, and
mixtures thereof.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view of a PWB that
includes a graphene-based thermal management core that is
electrically connected to other electrically conductive layers
within the PWB in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 2 is a schematic cross-sectional view of a graphene-
based thermal management core that includes graphene nano-
platelets in accordance with an embodiment of the invention.

FIGS. 3A-3C are schematic cross-sectional views of vari-
ous reinforcement layers that can be embedded within
graphene-based thermal management cores in accordance
with certain embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 4 is a schematic cross-sectional view of a PWB that
includes a graphene-based thermal management core that is
electrically insulated from the electrically conductive layers
within the PWB in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 5 is a flow chart illustrating a process for manufactur-
ing a PWB that includes a graphene-based thermal manage-
ment core in accordance with an embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIGS. 6 A-6F are schematic cross-section views of various
PWB subassemblies that are constructed as part of the manu-
facturing process illustrated in FIG. 5.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Turning now to the drawings, graphene-based thermal
management cores for use in printed wiring boards in accor-
dance with embodiments of the invention are illustrated.
Some of the factors that are of principal consideration when
designing printed wiring boards include thermal manage-
ment, affordability, rigidity, and weight. Indeed, thermal
management is a chief consideration in the design of PWBs.
In particular, the overall push to decrease the circuit size and
weight of electronic components and to develop them so that
they can operate at higher frequencies and clock speeds has
led to the development of relatively smaller electronic com-
ponents that, although provide greater overall efficacy, can
generate significant heat during operation. Moreover, in
many instances, these electronic components are often
coupled to printed wiring boards using surface mount tech-
nology packages that can allow the PWB to be more densely
populated with these heat-generating electronic components.
Accordingly, a suitable printed wiring board must be able to
withstand such significant heat generation.

For example, a PWB should be designed such that the
coefficient of thermal expansion (CTE) of the PWB’s con-
stituent materials and the mounted components should not be
such that the mounted components and the materials within
the board are excessively stressed during normal operation
(e.g. such that a stress fracture or other such failure results).
This can be achieved, for example, by implementing materi-
als having sufficiently similar coefficients of thermal expan-
sion. Leadless chip carriers, solder joints, embedded ICs, and
other connections may be particularly susceptible to a CTE
‘mismatch’ that can cause the bonds to sever. In addition to
avoiding such stress fractures, it is also desirable to avoid the
fatiguing of the materials, which can be caused for example
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4

by thermal cycling, which itself can be a result of the power-
ing on and off of mounted electronic components.

Prior PWB designs have used metal constraining layers or
cores, such as copper-invar-copper, aluminum, or steel, to
lower the board’s overall CTE and thereby mitigate the
above-mentioned problems. These metal cores are used to
anchor the layers within the PWB and also dissipate gener-
ated heat, thereby aiding in the reduction of instances of
excessive thermal expansion. However, the incorporation of
such cores into PWBs can be disadvantageous. For example,
these metal cores can require special processing in order to be
incorporated into PWB structures and usually increase the
weight of boards and the cost of material and labor.

Alternatives to metal thermal management cores have also
been implemented. For example, PWB designs that include
cores having carbon materials have been disclosed. For
instance, U.S. Pat. Pub. No. US 2005/0257957 and U.S. Pat.
Nos. 6,869,664, 7,730,613, and 8,203,080 to Vasoya et al.
disclose using carbon fibers and/or carbon plates within
PWBs and the advantages of implementing such configura-
tions. The disclosures of U.S. patent application Ser. No.
11/131,130 and U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,869,664, 7,730,613, and
8,203,080 are hereby incorporated by reference.

Graphene is a particularly unique form of carbon that can
possess a number of desirable properties. Graphene can be
characterized as a one atom thick, nearly transparent sheet of
carbon; the carbon atoms in graphene are densely packed ina
regular two-dimensional hexagonal pattern. It is generally
understood that this atomic structure of graphene enables it to
conduct heat and electricity with great efficiency. For
example, the thermal conductivity of a single graphene layer
has been measured to be between approximately 4840+440
W/mK and approximately 5300+480 W/mK. By contrast, the
thermal conductivity of copper has been measured to be
approximately 384 W/mK, and the thermal conductivity of
aluminum has been measured to be approximately 180
W/mK. In effect, graphene can dissipate heat more efficiently
than copper or aluminum. Moreover, whereas most materials,
including those typically used in conventional PWBs and
electronic components, generally expand with an increase in
temperature (i.e. they exhibit a positive CTE), graphene can
shrink with an increase in temperature—i.e. it can exhibit a
negative CTE.

Accordingly, in many embodiments of the invention,
graphene-based thermal management cores that include at
least one sheet of graphene are implemented for use within
PWBs. In this way, PWBs can harness the advantageous
materials properties that graphene exhibits—e.g. its thermal
conductivity and electrical conductivity. In a number of
embodiments, a graphene-based thermal management core
includes a layer including at least one sheet of graphene
disposed between reinforcement layers that confer desirable
structural properties to the graphene-based thermal manage-
ment core. Thus, generally, the reinforcement layers can
imbue the constraining core with robust structural properties,
and the layer including the at least one graphene sheet can
provide advantageous thermal and electrical properties. In
some embodiments, the layer including the at least one sheet
of graphene is disposed proximate to a single reinforcement
layer, and is bounded on an opposing side by an electrically
conductive layer, e.g. a copper foil.

In many embodiments, graphene-based thermal manage-
ment cores include a layer including at least one sheet of
graphene disposed between layers including carbon compos-
ites to form graphene-based carbon composite thermal man-
agement cores. In such configurations, the layers including
carbon composites can provide the constraining core with
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robust structural properties, and the at least one sheet of
graphene can greatly facilitate the dissipation of generated
heat. For example, in many embodiments, the layers includ-
ing carbon composites can provide desired rigidity and stift-
ness to the core. As can readily be appreciated, a core with
sufficient rigidity and stiffness can more easily withstand
rigorous operating conditions. Moreover, a graphene-based
thermal management core that is made to be sufficiently rigid
and stiff can also be advantageous insofar as the rigidity and
stiffness can allow it to more easily withstand manufacturing
processes, e.g., hole drilling processes. In addition, in a num-
ber of embodiments, the layers including carbon composites
are also characterized by low coefficients of thermal expan-
sion, high thermal conductivity, and a low density. Impor-
tantly, these configurations can be implemented relatively
cost effectively in comparison to conventional metal cores.

In several embodiments, a graphene-based thermal man-
agement core is electrically connected to at least some of the
electrically conductive paths within a printed wiring board.
For example, the two reinforcement layers that provide desir-
able structural properties, and the layer including the at least
one sheet of graphene can be made to be electrically conduc-
tive; in this way, the graphene-based thermal management
core can be implemented within a PWB so as to function as a
ground plane, a power plane, or a ground plane and power
plane via a split plane configuration. In some embodiments,
the graphene-based thermal management core layer is not a
part of any electrical circuit within a PWB, but still functions
to facilitate thermal management within the PWB. Printed
wiring boards including graphene-based thermal manage-
ment cores are discussed in greater detail below.

Printed Wiring Boards Including Graphene-Based Thermal
Management Cores

In many embodiments of the invention, a graphene-based
thermal management core is implemented within a PWB.
Implementing graphene within a PWB can be advantageous
in a number of respects. For example, because of the rela-
tively high thermal conductivity and low coefficient of ther-
mal expansion of graphene, the incorporation of graphene
within a PWB can greatly facilitate thermal management
within the PWB. Moreover, graphene is electrically conduc-
tive and therefore can be utilized where electrical conductiv-
ity is desired. Furthermore, graphene is a relatively less dense
material compared to conventional metals such as aluminum
and copper; thus, the advantages that graphene can provide
can be achieved using a relatively lighter material. Although
graphene possesses a number of advantageous materials
properties, graphene may not have the requisite structural
properties to, by itself, withstand operation within a PWB and
further may not have the requisite structural properties to
withstand a PWB manufacturing process. Accordingly, in
many embodiments, a graphene-based thermal management
core includes a layer including at least one sheet of graphene
disposed between two reinforcement layers. The reinforce-
ment layers can increase the stiffness and rigidity of the
graphene-based thermal management core, and thereby
enable the viable implementation of graphene within a PWB.
In essence, the combination of graphene and reinforcement
layers can allow the construction of graphene-based thermal
management cores that can provide numerous advantages
when implemented within printed wiring boards.

In many embodiments, graphene-based thermal manage-
ment cores are made to be electrically conductive such that
they can be electrically connected to the circuit traces within
a PWB. For example, each of the reinforcement layers and the
layer containing the at least one sheet of graphene can be
electrically conductive in accordance with embodiments of
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the invention; note that graphene is inherently electrically
conductive and it therefore can be implemented without
negating the electrical conductivity of an otherwise electri-
cally conductive graphene-based thermal management core.
In essence, graphene-based thermal management cores can
be made to be electrically conductive. Accordingly, in many
embodiments, an electrically conductive graphene-based
thermal management core is electrically connected to the
circuit traces within a PWB via plated through holes, which
can also be referred to as plated vias. In this way, a graphene-
based thermal management core can be electrically con-
nected to circuits on other layers of the PWB to one or more
mounted electronic devices and thereby facilitate their
respective operation. For example, in many embodiments, the
graphene-based thermal management core defines a ground
plane within a PWB. In a number of embodiments, the
graphene-based thermal management core defines a power
plane within a PWB. In several embodiments, a graphene-
based thermal management cores defines a split power and
ground plane. Split power and ground plane configurations
are discussed in U.S. Pat. Pub. No. US 2005/0257957, the
disclosure of which was incorporated by reference above. In
essence, split power and ground planes can be implemented
by routing a channel between the two regions—a region
defining a ground plane and a region defining a power
plane—and thereafter filling the channel with non-conduc-
tive resin to electrically isolate the two regions. In several
embodiments, a graphene-based thermal management core is
electrically insulated from all of the other electrically con-
ductive portions within a PWB and is thereby electrically
isolated from any mounted electrical components.

A cross section of a PWB including a graphene-based
thermal management core that is electrically connected to
electrically conductive layers in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the invention is illustrated in FIG. 1. In particular, the
PWB 100 includes a graphene-based thermal management
core 102 electrically connected to a number of electrically
conductive layers, 104, 106, 108 and 110, that are separated
by a number of dielectric layers, 112, 114, 116 and 118. The
electrically conductive layers can be understood to be layers
that have been patterned so as to define electrically conduc-
tive paths, e.g. those that can facilitate electrical interconnec-
tions between mounted components—the electrically con-
ductive paths are not depicted in the illustration. The
electrically conductive layers, 104, 106, 108 and 110, can be
constructed from any suitable electrically conductive mate-
rial, for example, copper. In several embodiments, the elec-
trically conductive layers can be constructed by using resin
coated copper, nickel coated copper foil, nickel-gold coated
copper foil, and any other material that can be used in con-
struction of PWBs.

The dielectric layers, 112, 114, 116 and 118, can be con-
structed from fiber reinforced polymer. In some embodi-
ments, the fiber can be constructed from E-glass or any other
suitable material. In many embodiments, the polymer can be
epoxy, cyanate ester, polyimide, Kevlar, PTFE and any other
materials that can be used in construction of a dielectric layer
in a PWB. Although many materials are listed above, embodi-
ments of the invention are not restricted to the use of the
specific above-listed materials; any suitable materials can be
implemented.

Multiple electronic components, 120, 122 and 124, are
mounted on the PWB 100 and connected to the graphene-
based thermal management core through ‘vias’ 130 or metal-
lized holes. Additionally, it is depicted that the PWB 100
includes an embedded electronic component 126. Embedded
electronic components can be included within a PWB using
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any of a number of suitable techniques. For example, U.S.
Pat. No. 7,286,366 to Zollo et al. discloses multilayer circuit
boards with embedded components and methods for manu-
facturing the same. The disclosure of U.S. Pat. No. 7,286,366
is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety. Each of the
electronic components, 120, 122, and 124, includes a termi-
nal that is electrically connected to the graphene-based ther-
mal management core 102 through a via 130. The embedded
electronic component 126 includes a terminal that is directly
connected to the graphene-based thermal management core
102. In the illustrated embodiment, the graphene-based ther-
mal management core acts as a ground plane. Additionally, it
is depicted that each of the electronic components is coupled
to the printed wiring board using a different packaging. Spe-
cifically, it is depicted that: a first electronic component 120 is
coupled to the printed wiring board 100 using packaging that
relies on solder columns to establish a connection to a printed
wiring board; a second electronic component 122 is coupled
to the printed wiring board 100 using packaging that relies on
solder balls to establish a connection to a printed wiring
board; a third electronic component 124 is coupled to the
printed wiring board using packaging that relies on solder
leads to establish a connection to a printed wiring board; and
a fourth electronic component 126 is embedded within the
printed wiring board 100. Of course it should be understood
that electronic components can couple to printed wiring
boards that incorporate graphene-based thermal management
cores using any of a variety of packaging configurations and
in any of a variety of ways in accordance with embodiments
of the invention. Additionally, it should be appreciated that
any of a variety of electronic components can be coupled to a
printed wiring board including but not limited to transistors,
capacitors, diodes, and/or any of a variety of integrated cir-
cuits.

While FIG. 1 depicts that an electrically conductive
graphene-based thermal management core acts as a ground
plane within a PWB, it should be clear that embodiments of
the invention are not so constrained. An electrically conduc-
tive graphene-based thermal management core can be elec-
trically coupled to circuit traces within a PWB so that it can
act in any of a variety of ways in accordance with embodi-
ments of the invention. For example, in many embodiments,
a graphene-based thermal management core acts as a power
plane within a PWB. In a number of embodiments, a
graphene-based thermal management core acts as both a
power plane and ground plane within a PWB via a split plane
configuration, e.g. a configuration similar to those disclosed
in U.S. Pat. Pub. No. US 2005/0257957, incorporated by
reference above. In some embodiments, graphene based ther-
mal management cores are implemented within PWBs so as
to carry signals between mounted electronic components.
Graphene-based thermal management cores are discussed in
greater detail below.

Graphene-Based Thermal Management Cores

In many embodiments, a graphene-based thermal manage-
ment core includes a layer including at least one sheet of
graphene disposed between at least two reinforcement layers.
The at least one sheet of graphene for use within the
graphene-based thermal management core can be imple-
mented using any suitable technique. For example, in many
embodiments, the layers of graphene are made via the split-
ting of graphite into atomically thin sheets via mechanical,
electrostatic, and/or electromagnetic forces in air, vacuum or
inert environments. The splitting can be achieved by micro-
mechanical cleavage, dry exfoliation and/or liquid-phase
exfoliation. Alternatively, graphene can be constructed by
chemical vapor deposition, molecular beam epitaxy, or
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atomic layer epitaxy. An isolated single sheet of graphene can
be disposed between at least two reinforcement layers to form
a graphene-based thermal management core in accordance
with certain embodiments of the invention. Although several
fabrication processes are mentioned, it should be clear that
the layers of graphene can be fabricated using any suitable
technique.

In many embodiments the at least one sheet of graphene is
implemented via graphene nanoplatelets, such as xGnP®
graphene nanoplatelets manufactured by XG Sciences.
Graphene nanoplatelets can be understood to be ultrathin
particles of graphite that can equivalently be understood to be
short stacks of graphene sheets—the xGnP® graphene nano-
platelets manufactured by XG Sciences have a thickness
ranging from approximately 1 to approximately 20 nanom-
eters and a width ranging from approximately 1 to approxi-
mately 50 microns. Graphene nano-platelets which have been
exfoliated and cast into films suitable for lamination within a
printed wiring board can attain thermal conductivity ranges of
between approximately 500-2,500 W/mK. In many instances
the implemented graphene nanoplatelets are substantially
free of oxidation. The graphene nanoplatelets can be affixed
between two reinforcement layers using e.g. resin. While
graphene nanoplatelets are discussed, at least one sheet of
graphene can be implemented in graphene-based thermal
management cores in any suitable way in accordance with
embodiments of the invention. For example, in some embodi-
ments, a single sheet of graphene is disposed in between
reinforcement layers, and in a number of embodiments, the at
least one sheet of graphene is in the form of graphite. For
example, in some embodiments, a graphene-based thermal
management core includes multiple sheets of graphene that
are bonded to each other and thereby define a sheet of graph-
ite.

By themselves, the layer including the at least one sheet of
graphene may not have the requisite mechanical properties to
withstand typical PWB operation. Accordingly, in many
embodiments, the layer including the at least one sheet of
graphene is disposed between reinforcement layers to form
the graphene-based thermal management core. This struc-
ture—i.e. the layer including the at least one sheet of
graphene disposed between two reinforcement layers—can
be affixed using any suitable technique. For instance, the
structure can be affixed via lamination. The reinforcement
layers can provide the graphene-based thermal management
core with enhanced rigidity and stiffness such that it can more
easily withstand typical PWB operating conditions and such
that it can more easily withstand the manufacturing processes
associated with the fabrication of a PWB. In many instances,
the reinforcement layers are constructed from materials with
high thermal conductivities, low CTEs and that are relatively
less dense. In this way, the reinforcement layers can further
the graphene-based thermal management core’s thermal
management ability without excessively adding weight.
Accordingly, in many embodiments, the reinforcement layers
are selected so as to provide the constraining core with the
desired stiffness, thermal conductivity, CTE, affordability
and weight.

The reinforcement layers can be constructed from any
suitable material in accordance with embodiments of the
invention. In many embodiments, the reinforcement layers
can be constructed by impregnating substrate with resin. The
resin can be dielectric or non-dielectric. For example, in many
embodiments, the resin is one of: an epoxy based resin such as
Stablcor® EP-01 manufactured by The Dow Chemical Com-
pany, Midland, Mich., a phenolic based resin, a Bismaleimide
Triazine (BT) epoxy based resin, a Cyanate Ester based resin,
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and a polyimide based resin. Of course, it should be appreci-
ated that the reinforcement layers can utilize any suitable
resin in accordance with embodiments of the invention. Simi-
larly, the substrate can be any suitable substrate. In many
embodiments, the substrate includes carbon products, such as
carbon fibers, plates or flakes. In several embodiments,
fibrous carbon materials are used as the substrate material. In
numerous embodiments the fibrous carbon material is graph-
ite such as CNG-90, CN-80, CN-60, CN-50, YS-90, YS-80,
Y S-60 and YS-50 manufactured by Nippon Graphite Fiber of
Japan, KS3B12, K13C2U, K131C1U, K13A1L manufac-
tured by Mitsubishi Chemical Inc. of Japan, or PAN-based
carbon fibers such as A38 3K manufactured by Dow-AKSA
of Istanbul, Turkey. Where fibers are used, the fibers may be
metal coated (as opposed to non-metallized carbon fibers). In
some embodiments, the fibers are non-metallized, e.g. non-
metalized carbon fibers. Moreover, the fibers can be arranged
in any suitable pattern; for example they may be unidirec-
tional, woven, or non-woven. Woven fibers can be in the form
of a plain weave, a twill weave, 2x2 twill, a basket weave, a
leno weave, a satin weave, a stitched uniweave, or a 3D
weave. It should be understood that the substrate is not limited
to including carbon products. E-glass fiber, Kevlar® fiber,
and other proper materials can also be used to construct
reinforcement layers. Note that dielectric materials can be
used in the construction of the substrate. Using dielectric
materials to construct the substrate can be especially useful
where the graphene thermal management core is configured
to be electrically isolated from the electrically conductive
layers within the PWB.

In several embodiments, the reinforcement layers can be
constructed from carbon fiber/polymer composites that have
thermal conductivities over the range from approximately 10
W/mK to 300 W/mK, CTEs from approximately -1 ppm/° C.
to approximately 10 ppny/° C., tensile moduli from approxi-
mately 3 Msi to 70 Msi, and densities from approximately
1.65 g/cc to approximately 2.5 g/cc. In many instances, car-
bon fiber/polymer composites manufactured by Stablcor®,
such as ST10-Epoxy, ST10 Polyimide and ST325-Epoxy, are
implemented. Those Stablcor® materials have thermal con-
ductivities over the range from approximately 75 W/mK to
175 W/mK, CTEs from approximately 2 ppn/C to approxi-
mately 7 ppm/C, tensile moduli from approximately 10 Msi
to 25 Msi and density from approximately 1.65 g/cc to
approximately 1.7 g/cc. Although many materials are listed
above, embodiments of the invention are not restricted to the
use of the above materials. The reinforcement layers can be
constructed from any of a variety of materials appropriate to
the requirements of specific applications in accordance with
embodiments of the invention.

A cross-sectional view of a graphene-based thermal man-
agement core including reinforcement layers constructed
from carbon fiber reinforced resin in accordance with an
embodiment of the invention is illustrated in FIG. 2. In par-
ticular, the graphene-based thermal management core 200
includes a layer 202 including a plurality of sheets of
graphene 203, disposed in between two reinforcement layers
204 that can be characterized as carbon fiber reinforced resin.
More specifically, the carbon fiber 201 adopts a woven pat-
tern. In the illustrated embodiment, the sheets of graphene
203 are in the form of graphene nanoplatelets. It is further
illustrated the same type of resin material 207 that is included
in the reinforcement layers is used in the casting of the layer
202 that includes the plurality of sheets of graphene 203.
Although, in some embodiments, the layers include different
resin materials It is also depicted that the graphene-based
thermal management core 200 is clad with copper 206 on the
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top and bottom; the resin 207 can help to bind the copper
claddings 206. Where it is desired that the graphene-based
thermal management core be electrically conductive, electri-
cally conductive resin can be used. The presence of the clad-
ded copper 206 can facilitate lamination processes that the
graphene-based thermal management core 200 may be sub-
jected to, e.g., those lamination processes described below.
The copper-cladding may also enhance the electrical conduc-
tivity of the graphene-based thermal management core 200.
While copper cladding is discussed, it should of course be
appreciated that graphene-based thermal management cores
can be clad with any electrically conductive material in accor-
dance with embodiments of the invention. The volumetric
ratio of the resin can be any suitable ratio appropriate to the
requirements of specific applications. In many embodiments,
the amount of resin included within the layers in the
graphene-based thermal management core is greater than
30% by volume; in some embodiments the amount of resin
included within the layers in the graphene-based thermal
management core is greater than 40% by volume. In many
embodiments, the volumetric ratio of resin varies between the
constituent layers of a graphene-based thermal management
core. Note that although FIG. 2 depicts that the graphene-
based thermal management core includes a layer including at
least one sheet of graphene disposed between two reinforce-
ment layers, graphene-based thermal management cores can
include any number of reinforcement layers and any number
of layers including at least one sheet of graphene in accor-
dance with embodiments of the invention. For example, in
some embodiments, a graphene-based thermal management
core includes three reinforcement layers and two layers each
including at least one sheet of graphene, where the reinforce-
ment layers and the layers including at least one sheet of
graphene are in an alternating arrangement.

While FIG. 2 depicts reinforcement layers including
woven carbon fibers, the substrate material can adopt any
suitable structure in accordance with embodiments of the
invention. For example, some substrate structures are illus-
trated in FIGS. 3A-3C. In particular, FIG. 3A depicts a rein-
forcement layer 300 having a woven fibrous pattern 304
embedded within a resin 302; FIG. 3B depicts a reinforce-
ment layer 310 having a series of continuous fibers 314 in a
single general orientation embedded within a resin 312; and
FIG. 3C a reinforcement layer 320 having a series of discon-
tinuous short fibers 324 embedded within a resin 322. Of
course it should be clear that the reinforcement layers within
a graphene-based thermal management core can adopt any
suitable structure. For example, in many embodiments, the
substrate includes some combination of flakes, nanotubes or
other shapes. More generally, the reinforcement layers can be
of any suitable material, and are not constrained to being a
composite including resin and substrate.

The thickness of each layer in a graphene-based thermal
management core can be any suitable thickness to achieve
desired electrical properties, thermal management, stiffness,
weight and cost. For example, in one embodiment where a
graphene-based carbon composite constraining core includes
layers including at least one sheet of graphene, Stablcor® and
cladded copper, the thickness of the layer including the at
least one sheet of graphene is approximately 0.0001 inches
(or greater); the thickness of the Stablcor® layers are each
approximately 0.002 inches (or greater); and the thickness of
each copper layer is approximately 0.007 inches (or greater).
In some embodiments, the layer including at least one sheet of
graphene has a thickness of between approximately 0.001
inches and 0.010 inches; the thickness of the Stablcor® layers
are each between approximately 0.003 inches and 0.009
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inches; and the thickness of each copper layer is between
approximately 0.0007 inches and 0.0014 inches (correspond-
ing to arange of between 0.5 oz of copperand 1 oz of copper).
Of course, as can be appreciated, the thickness of layers
within graphene-based thermal management cores can vary
widely depending on the materials from which the layers are
constructed, the configuration of the core, the application
circumstances of the PWB that the core is implemented in and
other factors that can influence the design of layer thickness.
More generally, layers including at least one sheet of
graphene can be used in conjunction with reinforcement lay-
ers in any of a variety of ways in accordance with embodi-
ments of the invention. For example, in some embodiments,
the layer including the at least one sheet of graphene is not
bounded by two reinforcement layers, and is instead disposed
adjacent to one reinforcement layer and is clad with copper on
an opposing side.

Printed Wiring Boards Including Electrically Isolated
Graphene-Based Thermal Management Cores

While reference has been made to graphene-based thermal
management cores being electrically conductive, in a variety
of'embodiments, graphene-based thermal management cores
are implemented within PWBs such that they are electrically
insulated from the electrical circuit traces within a PWB. A
cross-sectional view of a PWB where its graphene-based
thermal management core is insulated from the electrically
conductive layers in accordance with an embodiment is illus-
trated in FIG. 4. The PWB in FIG. 4 is similar to that seen in
FIG. 1 except that the PWB 400 includes a graphene-based
thermal management core 402 that is electrically insulated
from all the electrically conductive layers (404, 406, 408 and
410) due to separation by the dielectric layers (412, 414, 416
and 418). The plated vias 430 are electrically isolated from
the constraining core by resin filled clearance holes 432.
None of the electronic devices, 420, 422, 424, and 426, that
are mounted on the surface of, or embedded within, the PWB
400 is electrically connected to the graphene-based thermal
management core 402; instead the circuit paths pass through
the graphene-based thermal management core via the resin
filled clearance holes 430. Of course, as can be appreciated,
where it is not intended that a graphene-based thermal man-
agement core be electrically conductive, the reinforcement
layers and/or any resin within the graphene-based thermal
management core need not be electrically conductive.

As can be appreciated, the configurations of PWBs where
graphene-based thermal management cores are not connected
to the circuits located on other electrically conductive layers
on the PWB are not limited to the illustration in FIG. 4. In
some embodiments, for the purpose of furthering heat dissi-
pation, a graphene-based thermal management core can be
connected with heat sinks mounted on the surface of the PWB
through holes coated with thermally conductive materials. A
graphene-based thermal management core in those embodi-
ments does not connect the heat sinks with the circuits located
on other electrically conductive layers on the PWB. In gen-
eral, it is seen how graphene-based thermal management
cores may provide effective thermal management capabili-
ties, and may further function to facilitate the operation of
mounted electronic components. Processes for manufactur-
ing printed wiring boards including graphene-based thermal
management cores are now described below.

Processes for Manufacturing Printed Wiring Boards

While the above-discussion has depicted graphene-based
thermal management core configurations and PWBs includ-
ing such graphene-based thermal management cores, in many
embodiments, methods for manufacturing such graphene-
based thermal management cores and PWBs that include
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graphene-based thermal management cores are implemented,
and this aspect is discussed in greater detail below. The above-
described graphene-based thermal management cores can be
fabricated using any suitable technique. For example, in
many embodiments, a lamination press can be used to bind
the constituent layers of a graphene-based thermal manage-
ment core. Similarly, the above-described graphene-based
thermal management cores are generally compatible with
many already-existing printed wiring board fabrication pro-
cesses. This further increases their utility as they do not
require the tailored development of unique fabrication pro-
cesses in order to be implemented.

For example, a method of manufacturing PWBs that
include graphene-based thermal management cores—where
the reinforcement layers are reinforced resin composite lay-
ers—that uses conventional manufacturing processes is illus-
trated in FIG. 5. The method shown in FIG. 5 can be used, for
example, to construct the PWBs shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. The
method 500 includes preparing (504) materials for construct-
ing the reinforcement layers and the layer including at least
one sheet of graphene. Preparing (504 ) these materials can be
achieved in any suitable manner. For example, in many
embodiments, preparing (504) the materials involves select-
ing the substrate material and the resin, impregnating the
substrate with the resin to construct the reinforcement layers,
and semi-curing the resin to B-stage. A B-stage resin is typi-
cally a system wherein the reaction between the resin and the
curing agent and/or hardener is not complete. The system is
thereby in a partially cured stage and can be reheated at
elevated temperatures to complete the cross-linking and/or
the curing process. The temperatures and conditions to semi-
cure the resin are usually recommended by the manufacturers
of the resin. Preparing (504) the materials can also include
fabricating the layer including the at least one sheet of
graphene by immersing graphene nanoplatelets (each of
which defining the at least one sheet of graphene) in a resin.
Where the layer including the at least one sheet of graphene
includes resin, the resin in that layer may also be semi-cured.

In many embodiments, preparing (504) the reinforcement
layer includes preparing a reinforcement layer that is clad on
one side with an electrically conductive material, e.g. a cop-
per foil. For example, this can be achieved by curing the resin
between two copper foils, and then etching one of the copper
foils away to create a reinforcement layer that is clad on one
side with copper (the unclad side may then bound the layer
including the at least one sheet of graphene, for example).

The method 500 can further include arranging (506) the
layer including the at least one sheet of graphene between the
reinforcement layers to form a sandwich structure (i.e. such
that the layer including at least one sheet of graphene is
‘sandwiched” by the reinforcement layers). In several
embodiments, the method 500 can additionally include
arranging (508) the sandwich structure between two copper
foils—e.g. where the reinforcement layers are not already
clad with electrically conductive material—to form the
graphene-based thermal management core stack up. As dis-
cussed above, cladding the graphene-based thermal manage-
ment core with copper can further facilitate its electrical
conductivity and its processability. As alluded to above, in
some embodiments, the layer including the at least one sheet
of graphene can be arranged 506 between two reinforcement
layers that are clad on one side with, for example, a copper
foil. While the instant method regards a stack up clad with
copper, in many embodiments (as can be inferred from
above), graphene-based thermal management cores are not
clad with copper or any other electrically conductive materi-
als. Correspondingly, in many embodiments, methods for
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fabricating graphene-based thermal management cores do
not include arranging a ‘sandwich structure’ that is clad with
copper foils. Instead, the sandwich structure may be lami-
nated without having any clad copper. More generally, any of
a variety of techniques can be used to bind the above-men-
tioned constituent layers of a graphene-based thermal man-
agement core.

The method 500 further includes performing (510) a lami-
nation cycle on the graphene-based thermal management
core stack up to produce a graphene-based thermal manage-
ment core. The parameters for the lamination cycle can be
based on the constituent materials within the graphene-based
thermal management core stack up. The laminated graphene-
based thermal management core can be incorporated within
conventional PWB manufacturing processes. Thus, for
example, the method 500 can include drilling (512) clearance
holes on certain portions of the graphene-based thermal man-
agement core. The method 500 can additionally include
arranging (514) the graphene-based thermal management
core with dielectric layers and electrically conductive layers
in preparation for lamination. In many embodiments, the
dielectric layers can take the form of clad or unclad prepregs
and laminates including resin.

The method further includes performing (516) a lamina-
tion cycle to form a PWB subassembly. During lamination,
the resin in the dielectric layers can flow under heat to fill the
clearance holes. The method can additionally include drilling
(518) holes in portions of the PWB subassembly. In many
embodiments, drilling (512 and 518) holes can be executed in
particular patterns based on whether or not the resulting PWB
is intended to have a graphene-based thermal management
core that is electrically connected to at least some electrically
conductive layers. The process of drilling holes will be
described in detail below. Electrically and/or thermally con-
ductive material can be used to plate (520) the lining of the
holes. In many embodiments, metals, such as copper, can be
used as electrically and/or thermally conductive material. A
completed PWB can be formed by patterning (522) the exter-
nal layer of electrically conductive material of the PWB. The
patterning (522) can include printing and etching the PWB
assembly. After finishing (524) the PWB, electronic devices
can be mounted on the PWB. Although FIG. 5 depicts a
method for constructing a PWB including a graphene-based
thermal management core, constructing PWBs in accordance
with embodiments of the invention is not limited to the meth-
ods illustrated in FIG. 5 but can vary depending on for
example, the materials, the desired design of the PWB, and/or
the application of the PWB.

Materials and PWB subassemblies that can be utilized for
manufacturing a PWB in accordance with embodiments of
the invention are illustrated in FIGS. 6 A-6F. Manufacturing a
PWB comprising a graphene-based thermal management
core in numerous embodiments can include drilling clearance
holes. FIG. 6A depicts that clearance holes 602 have been
drilled through the graphene-based thermal management core
600. The drilled clearance holes are ultimately filled with
resin and can electrically isolate the graphene-based thermal
management core from electrically conductive plating of vias
drilled through the PWB. Where it is desirable to establish an
electrical connection between a circuit on a layer of the PWB
and the constraining core, a through hole can be drilled that
directly intersects the constraining core (i.e., does not pass
through a resin filled clearance hole).

As part of a manufacturing process, the graphene-based
thermal management core can be arranged with dielectric
layers 610 and electrically conductive layers 612 in prepara-
tion for a lamination cycle. This process can be understood
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with reference to FIGS. 6B-6D. The materials can be
arranged by initially taking a laminate 614 clad on both sides
with electrically conductive layer 612 and stacking a first
prepreg 616 on top of the clad laminate. Typically, the elec-
trically conductive layer adjacent the prepreg is etched with
circuit patterns. In the illustrated embodiment, the clad lami-
nate 614 and the first prepreg 616 is manufactured using any
of the well know manufacturing techniques employed by
those of ordinary skill in art. The graphene-based thermal
management core 600 can be put on top of the first prepreg
616. As discussed above, the graphene-based thermal man-
agement core 600 can be prepared by drilling clearance holes
602. As shown in FIG. 6D, the arrangement 620 is furthered
by placing a second prepreg layer 622 on top of the graphene-
based thermal management core 600. A laminate 624 clad on
both sides with electrically conductive layers 612 is placed on
top of the second prepreg. The electrically conductive layer
612 adjacent the second prepreg 622 can be pre-etched with
circuit patterns. The resulting arrangement is illustrated in
FIG. 6D. Although the illustrated embodiment includes a
prepreg and a laminate above and below the graphene-based
thermal management core 600, other embodiments can
include more than one patterned clad laminate and/or prepreg
on either side of the graphene-based thermal management
core in order to form multiple electrically conductive layers.
In many embodiments, a PWB is constructed using two
prepregs, each clad on one side, that are positioned above and
below the graphene-based thermal management core. Many
embodiments include multiple graphene-based thermal man-
agement cores. For example, some embodiments include two
graphene-based thermal management cores separated by a
carbon-composite layer (e.g. any of a variety of Stablcor®
materials). In many embodiments, a graphene-based thermal
management core includes two carbon composite layers
separated by a graphene-based thermal management core. As
can be appreciated, any of a variety of configurations can be
implemented in accordance with many embodiments of the
invention.

A second lamination cycle can be then performed. The
nature of the lamination cycle is dependent upon the nature of
the prepregs and dielectric layers used in the arrangement
620. Manufacturers of resins, prepregs and laminates specify
the temperature and pressure conditions that are recom-
mended during lamination. The lamination cycle can be per-
formed adhering to the manufacturer’s recommendations for
the various materials used in the construction of the PWB.

The lamination cycle produces the PWB subassembly 630
in accordance with an embodiment shown in FIG. 6E. As a
result of the lamination cycle, resin 632 fills the clearance
holes 602 in the graphene-based thermal management core
600 and bonds the electrically conductive layers 634 and 636
to the graphene-based thermal management core 600.

Through holes can be drilled in the PWB subassembly 630.
An embodiment of a PWB subassembly with vias drilled
through it is shown in FIG. 6F. The PWB subassembly
includes a number of vias 650 and 652 that extend through
each of the layers of the PWB subassembly. The vias 650 and
652 are plated. Because of the presence of resin between
electrically isolated vias 650 and the graphene-based thermal
management core 600, the graphene-based thermal manage-
ment core 600 is insulated from the vias 650 and the electri-
cally conductive layers 634, 636, 638 and 640. The electri-
cally contacting via 652 enables the graphene-based thermal
management core 600 to connect with at least one circuit trace
on at least one of the electrically conductive layers 634, 636,
638 and 640. As can be appreciated, a via may not extend
through all the layers of the PWB subassembly; and a



US 9,332,632 B2

15

graphene-based thermal management core may not connect
with all the electrically conductive layers. In some embodi-
ments where holes through a PWB are only drilled on the
spots where clearance holes are drilled, the graphene-based
thermal management core is insulated from all electrically
conductive layers and does not connect to the circuits located
on other electrically conductive layers on the PWB.

The outermost electrically conductive layers of the PWB
can be printed and etched. These processes create circuits on
and between the layers of the PWB. Electrical circuits within
in a PWB can be created between the electrically conductive
layers and/or between an electrically conductive layer and the
graphene-based thermal management core. For example,
plated vials can establish electrical connection between other
electrically conductive layers, even when they are electrically
isolated from the constraining core. For example, plated vias
can pass through resin filled clearance holes that electrically
isolate the graphene-based thermal management core to
access an opposing side of the graphene-based thermal man-
agement core.

Although certain embodiments have been specifically
described, it would be understood that additional variations,
substitutions and modifications can be made to the system
without departing from the scope of the invention. For
example, multiple graphene-based thermal management
cores similar to the core 200 in FIG. 2 can be included in a
single PWB. In general, as can be inferred from the above
discussion, the above-mentioned concepts can be imple-
mented in a variety of arrangements in accordance with
embodiments of the invention. Accordingly, although the
present invention has been described in certain specific
aspects, many additional modifications and variations would
be apparent to those skilled in the art. It is therefore to be
understood that the present invention may be practiced oth-
erwise than specifically described. Thus, embodiments of the
present invention should be considered in all respects as illus-
trative and not restrictive.

What is claimed is:

1. A graphene-based thermal management core compris-
ing:

a layer including at least one sheet of graphene;

a first reinforcement layer; and

a second reinforcement layer;

wherein the layer including at least one sheet of graphene

is disposed between the first reinforcement layer and the
second reinforcement layer; and

wherein at least either the first reinforcement layer or the

second reinforcement layer comprises a substrate
impregnated with a non-dielectric resin.

2. The graphene-based thermal management core of claim
1, wherein the at least one sheet of graphene is implemented
via at least one graphene nanoplatelet.

3. The graphene-based thermal management core of claim
2, wherein the layer including at least one sheet of graphene
includes a plurality of graphene nanoplatelets.

4. The graphene-based thermal management core of claim
3, wherein at least two of the plurality of graphene nanoplate-
lets have a thickness of between approximately 1 nm and
approximately 20 nm.

5. The graphene-based thermal management core of claim
4, wherein at least two of the plurality of graphene nanoplate-
lets have a width between approximately 1 micron and
approximately 50 microns.

6. The graphene-based thermal management core of claim
3, wherein at least two of the plurality of graphene nanoplate-
lets are characterized by a thermal conductivity of between
approximately 500 W/mK and approximately 2,500 W/mK.
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7. The graphene-based thermal management core of claim
1, wherein at least either the first reinforcement layer or
second reinforcement layer comprises a resin thatis one of: a
phenolic based resin, a Bismaleimide Triazine (BT) epoxy
based resin, a Cyanate Ester based resin, and a polyimide
based resin.

8. The graphene-based thermal management core of claim
1, wherein the substrate comprises carbon.

9. The graphene-based thermal management core of claim
8, wherein the substrate comprises one of: carbon fibers,
carbon plates, carbon flakes, and mixtures thereof.

10. The graphene-based thermal management core of
claim 9, wherein the substrate comprises carbon fibers that
comprise graphite.

11. The graphene-based thermal management core of
claim 10, wherein the carbon fibers are unidirectional.

12. The graphene-based thermal management core of
claim 10, wherein the carbon fibers are woven.

13. The graphene-based thermal management core of
claim 1, further comprising:

a first electrically conductive layer bound to the first rein-

forcement layer; and

a second electrically conductive layer bound to the second

reinforcement layer.

14. The graphene-based thermal management core of
claim 13, wherein at least one of the first electrically conduc-
tive layer and second electrically conductive layer comprises
coppet.

15. A printed wiring board comprising:

a graphene-based thermal management core that itself

comprises:

a layer including at least one sheet of graphene;

a first reinforcement layer; and

a second reinforcement layer;

wherein the layer including at least one sheet of
graphene is disposed between the first reinforcement
layer and the second reinforcement layer; and

wherein at least either the first reinforcement layer or the
second reinforcement layer comprises a substrate
impregnated with a non-dielectric resin;

at least one dielectric layer; and

at least one electrically conductive layer that includes a

circuit trace;

wherein at least one dielectric layer is disposed between

the graphene-based thermal management core and at
least one electrically conductive layer.

16. The printed wiring board of claim 15, wherein the
graphene-based thermal management core is electrically iso-
lated from any circuit traces.

17. The printed wiring board of claim 15, wherein the
graphene-based thermal management core is electrically con-
nected to at least one circuit trace.

18. The printed wiring board of claim 15, wherein the
graphene-based thermal management core is electrically con-
nected to the circuit trace by a via.

19. The printed wiring board of claim 17, wherein the
graphene-based thermal management core is configured to
act as one of: a ground plane; a power plane; and a split power
and ground plane.

20. The printed wiring board of claim 19, wherein the layer
including at least one sheet of graphene comprises at least one
graphene nanoplatelet.

21. The printed wiring board of claim 20, wherein the
substrate comprises carbon.

#* #* #* #* #*
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